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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; Courtney Smith and her health problems.  Bro. Jack Green was involved in a chemical accident and is in Northside


Eugene Payne has been in ICU at Northside for several weeks. He is the son of Bro. & Sis. Billy Payne of Martinsville


Va. Lets do what we can for this family. 


I want to call special attention to Bro. Rick


Hulsey and his battle with cancer and up coming surgery. Also remember his mother 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________





Lady's Bible Class


Monday night at 7:30 PM


____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


Song Leader---David Holmes


Lord's Supper---Joe Phillips


   Asst. 1-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 2-----Jack Green


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 4-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 5-----George Wilcox


2nd Prayer----Ron Wood


Read Scripture---Jeremy Green


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Dion Clark


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------Michael Burke


Read Scripture ---Jason Gaston


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Joe Phillips


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joey Jackson


Invitation---Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jim Statham





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Inner Strength, Inner Light


. . . that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy. (Colossians 1:10,11)





     The beauty of strong inner character is most clearly seen during times of difficulty. Just as it is true that hardship builds character, it is also true that hardship demonstrates character that has already been built. And one of life's most refreshing experiences is to see someone show unexpected dignity and strength in the face of pain, demonstrating far more character than we ever thought they possessed. Most people are stronger than we think they are -- and often stronger than they think they are. Difficulty gives us a glimpse of what people are actually made of.


     But how is "difficulty" to be defined? It should be seen as any circumstance in which honor calls on us to think, say, or do something that requires extra effort. When the right thing and the easy thing are not the same thing, "difficulty" is what we face. And looking at it this way, we can see that there are many more difficulties in life than the obvious ones, such as pain, grief, and fear.


Cont. on Page 3








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








How are we to respond to their hatefulness?  Revile them in return?  This is not what Jesus did (1 Peter 3:21-23) and this is not what James tells the sufferer to do.  "Is any . . . suffering?  Let him pray."


     But what if your suffering is unrelated to your faith?  Maybe someone has defrauded you of your salary (James 5:4), or perhaps you have been laid off from work.  Maybe you or a loved one has a terrible illness or the demands made upon you as a wife or husband are just too much.  Does God care when you suffer because of these things?  Yes, of course (1 Peter 5:7).  And so the next time you suffer, pray to the One who cares about you and who can do something to help you.


     James also instructs us to pray when we are "cheerful" (euthumeo).  Euthumeo is that state of mind which is undisturbed, even when one's life is at stake (see Acts 27:22, 25).  Suffering disturbs the inner well-being of the soul, but peace is restored through prayer (Philippians 4:6-7).  What should the Christian do when suffering is replaced with cheer?  Should he quit praying?  On the contrary, "Let him sing praises" to the One who delivered him.


     Do faithful Christians get sick?  Of course they do (Philippians 2:25-30).  Is it wrong for them to seek help from a physician or to take medicine? Most certainly not (Matthew 9:12; 1 Timothy 5:23).  But we must not forget that medicine alone cannot heal or keep the body alive unless God allows it to, and more than "bread alone" is able to sustain life (Matthew 4:4). "


     Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the leaders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with 


oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will








     PRAYER HAD an important part in the life of the first century church.  The disciples in Jerusalem, for example, "continued steadfastly in . . . prayers" (Acts 2:42).  This devotion to prayer was encouraged by Jesus who taught them to "always . . . pray and not to lose heart" (Luke 18:1) and by John who wrote:


". . . if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us . . . we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him" (1 John 5:14f).  Of course, there are some prerequisites that must be fulfilled before God honors this promise--we must believe that He rewards those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6; James 1:6-8) and we must be obedient to His will (1 John 3:22).  But where there are these conditions, there will also be that assurance that "whatever we ask we receive from Him."


     God invites us to pray and promises to give us what we pray for.  This is clear.  But how are we to utilize prayer?  James wrote to people who needed instruction about this.  For there were things they wanted but did not have because they had not asked; and there were things which they had prayed for but did not receive because their motives for wanting them were wrong (4:2-3).  The power of prayer is great, but we must learn how to make use of this power.  Here is where the epistle of James can be of great value. His instruction about prayer is found primarily in chapter 5:13-20.


     "Is any among you suffering?"  Disciples sometimes suffer because they are disciples. Ungodly people malign us because we are unwilling to join them in their sinful escapades (1 Peter 4:3-4)


and  because we speak out against their disgraceful deeds (Ephesians 5:11f).  





Utilizing the Power of Prayer


By Kieran Murphy











restore the one who is sick."  The principle that James is teaching is that as the elders pray for the sick believer, they should also "use oil," or apply medical treatment as is necessary to the sick man's recovery"  (H. E. Phillips, Scriptural Elders and Deacons, p. 209).


      But why send specifically "for the elders" and not some of the other members of the congregation?  In my opinion it is because the elders should be among the most righteous individuals in the congregation.  And since the fervent "Prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much," who better to call for prayer than the elders?


      James speaks of yet another spiritual healing which is obtained when one confesses his sin to a fellow disciple(s), who in turn prays for him.  Every sin that a penitent believer confesses directly to God is forgiven (1 John 1:9).  So why does James say that for our healing we must confess our sins to one another and pray for one another?


      Every disciple knows that there are some temptations which (for him, at least) are very difficult to overcome.  We struggle to triumph over them, but too often we lose the battle.  In such situations we ought to seek help from our brothers and sisters.  Find one who is faithful and spiritual, confess our sins to him and allow him to pray for us in this matter.  For "the effect prayers of a righteous man can accomplish much,: even in helping us to overcome sin in our lives.


     Prayer is a wonderful tool.  Let us use it more often and more effectively.  "Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh what needless pain we bear; all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer" 


(Joseph Scriven).
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Indeed, comfortable circumstances face us with some of life's most difficult choices. Living in an age when there is more "ease" to be enjoyed than ever before, we probably have to deal with more "positive" difficulty than we do that of a "negative" nature. It takes just as much character to deal honorably with affluence as it does with poverty, and there is much to be said for learning "how to abound" (Philippians 4:12). But whether confronted with the difficulties of prosperity or pain, our character is shown by the choices we make between the easy and the honorable.


     We often interact so super-ficially with people that we do not know what strength of character they may have. Perhaps we do not know ourselves in this respect, either. It may take some adverse experience for us to learn how strong we are and how strong we wish to be. Our desire should be to acquire such true strength of inward character that difficulty will not defeat us but only make us more decisive.





"People are like stained-glass windows; they sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in their�true beauty is revealed only if there is light from within."


Elisabeth Kubler-Ross





(Word-Point, Gary Henry)
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